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Presentation Outline 

 

1) Motives and benefits of publishing research findings 

 

2) Malaysian publication statistics 

 

3) Key strategies in getting research published 
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Introduction 

• Implementing change to pharmacy practice in recent decades 

has required a solid base of research and evidence to support 

the clinical and economic value of extended roles for 

pharmacists. 

 

• The essence of research is to define a problem, gather data 

systematically, interpret the data, and report results. 

 

• The impact of a research work output can only make sense to 

stakeholders in healthcare if it been disseminated effectively  
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Figure 1 . Time line of the five stages of major change in 

pharmacy practice. 
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Ross H, Christine N. Beyond pharmaceutical care. American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy. 56 (17):1758-1764. 
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Quote To Ponder 

Nation, RL. How is the research score card for hospital pharmacy.  

J Pharm Pract Res 2006;36(2):90-91 

 

“ In relation to pharmacists undertaking research, we have come a 

long way-but we still have a long way to go. It is crucial that 

pharmacists contribute to generation of new knowledge through their 

involvement in research. Any profession that is not actively involved in 

research is destined to become a dead profession.” 
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Setting The Scene 

Cyranoski D. Malaysian biotechnology: the valley of ghosts. Nature. 

2005; 436:620-1. 

  

 

“For most Malaysian researchers, publications in international peer 

reviewed journals do not seem to be a priority. People here do not seem 

to publish much, apart from in workshop and conference proceedings” 
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Research Around The World: Fast Statistics 

http://www.scimagojr.com/ 
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Research Around The World: Fast Statistics 
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Research Around The World: Fast Statistics 
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Research Publication By Pharmacist Authors 

In The Top 37 Journals 

 

Touchette et al. Research Publication by Pharmacist Authors in Major Medical Journals: Changes over a 10‐Year 

Interval. Pharmacotherapy 2008: The Journal of Human Pharmacology and Drug Therapy; 28(5): 584-590.  
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Research Publication By Pharmacist Authors 

*Publications in 3 pharmacy journals: American Journal of Health-System Pharmacy, The Annals of 

Pharmacotherapy, and  Pharmacotherapy.  

Dotson et al. Authorship and characteristics of articles in pharmacy journals: changes over a 20-year interval.  

Annals of Pharmacotherapy 2011;45(3): 357-363.  
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Statistics: From Conferences To Publications 

• The study determined the rate of publication of abstracts 

presented at the 1994 American Society of Health-System 

Pharmacists (ASHP) Midyear Clinical Meeting and the 

1994 American College of Clinical Pharmacists (ACCP) 

Annual Meeting. 

 

• 501 abstracts presented at the 1994 ASHP Midyear 

Clinical Meeting were evaluated; 55 (11%) of these had 

been published.  

 

• 215 abstracts presented at the 1994 ACCP Annual 

Meeting were evaluated; 71 (33%) of these had been 

published. 

 

• The publication rates for abstracts presented at ASHP 

and ACCP meetings were found to be low. 

 

• The failure to publish the results of the studies may limit 

the ability of a reader to judge the validity, reliability, and 

generalizability of the research 

Byerly GW, Rheney CC, Connelly FG, Verzino GK. Publication Rates of Abstracts 

from Two Pharmacy Meetings.  Annals of Pharmacotherapy 2000;34:1123-7. 
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Statistics:  

From Conferences To Publications 

Statistics:  

From Conferences To Publications 

Statistics: From Conferences To Publications 

 

 

• The study aimed to determine the publication rates of 

abstracts presented at two pharmaceutical conferences 

in Malaysia.  

 

• All abstracts in the abstract books of the 2001 Pharmacy 

Scientific Conference (PSC) and the 16tn Malaysian 

Society of Physiology and Pharmacology Scientific 

Meeting 2001 (MSPP) were evaluated for publication.  

 

• The publication rate for both MSPP and PSC was 34.6%. 

 

• Two factors were significant in predicting publications: 

authors affiliated with USM and a multicentre study. 

 

• Mean time from presentation to publication was 2.5 

years. 

Ilyani MN, Fatah AR. From Conference Abstract To Publication: Malaysia's Experience 

from Two Pharmaceutical Sciences Conferences. Proceedings of the Commonwealth 

Pharmaceutical Association-Malaysian Pharmace4utical Society, Pharmacy Scientific 

Conference, 2007. 
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Joy Of Publication  

Why  publish?  

Communicate 
with relevant 

people 

Be known in 
a particular 

area of 
interest 

To get 
international 

invitations  

Joyful & self 
satisfactory 

Immortalize 
your name in 
the scientific 

arena 

To enhance 
career 

options  
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Eminence Of Getting It Published  

“If it wasn’t published, it wasn’t done” 
 

• Science is a shared knowledge based on a common understanding of 

some aspect of the physical or social world. 

 

• The objective of research is to extend human knowledge beyond what is 

already known. 

 

• Research results are not of any use until they are published!!! 

 

• If your research does not generate papers, it might just as well not have 

been done. 
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Motives To Write Papers 

“There are three necessary steps in useful research:  

first to begin it, second to end it and the third to publish it.” 

Michael Faraday 1791 – 1867 
 

• Pleasure of challenge in scientific writing. 

•   

• Develops quality thinking. 

 

• Opportunity to share information or discovery with the whole world. 

 

• Driving force to contribute to scientific knowledge.  

 

• Improvements in patient care.  

 

• Benefits humankind. 

 

• Enhance the ability to view problems from different perspectives. 

 

 



We lead 

 

Basic Competency Needed To Be A 

Pharmacy Researcher  
 

 • Identifies relevant problems, generates hypotheses, conducts research 

experiments to test hypotheses and interprets the results of research 

studies. 

 

• Demonstrates clinical competence in a specialty area of pharmacy practice 

that complements the research focus. 

 

• Applies legal and ethical principles and regulatory requirements when 

conducting clinical and experimental research. 

 

• Communicates research and clinical findings to relevant stakeholders. 
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Basic Skills Needed For Producing Good 

Publication 

1. Knowledge of basic writing skills. 

 

2. Ability to understand research objectives and methodology 

thoroughly. 

 

3. Ability to use scientific databases (E.g. PubMed, Scopus, etc.) 

 
4. Speed reading of journal articles and ability to criticize them as 

well as understand the statistics.  
 
5. Ability to evaluate journal strength and research novelty.  
 

6. Correct choice of the target journal where to send your 

manuscript.  

 

7.  Continuous motivation to follow-up during the review process and 

 ability to have wide frustration index (40-70 % rejection rate in 

 general). 
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Common Types of Publication 

1- Scholarly journal articles  

2- Books and chapters in edited books 

3- Conference publication (abstracts and full papers)  

5. Letter or case notification 

6- Report to funder & patents 

7- Lay press 

8- Multimedia and online publications  
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Format Of  A Manuscript 

TITLE  

• Good title is the passport for readers to 

start reading the abstract. 

 

• Extensive and concise abstract is an 

opportunity for the reader to go through 

the full article. 
 

• Careful not to write long redundant 

introduction.  

 
• Should satisfy reader with enough details 

so that he/she can repeat your work 

accurately. 
 

• Careful not to confuse readers with many 

numbers and too many non sensible 

tables.  
 

• Your golden space to amaze the reader 

with your capability of critical thinking. 



We lead 

More 
complex 

tasks 

Overall coherence 

& focus 

Logical flow of information 

between and within sectors 

Matching tables and graphs with text 

Links between 

paragraphs 

Headings Links between 

sentences 

Jargons Abstract words Grammar 

Spelling Capitalization Page layout Punctuation 

Least 
complex 

tasks 

Challenges In Writing 
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Where To Submit The Manuscript? 

•  Publication usually represents the culmination 

of most research efforts.  

 

• The process of selecting the appropriate 

journal has become increasingly complex due 

to the proliferation of journals, areas of 

specialization and emergence of 

interdisciplinary topics.  

 

• Increasing pressure on researchers and 

academic clinicians to publish high volumes of 

work in highly visible publication outlets means 

that authors must have a finely tuned, efficient 

process for submission.  

A Key Decision However, Every Author Must Make Is 

Where To Submit Their Paper? 
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Research Journals: How Many Do We Have? 

•  Web of Knowledge is an academic citation indexing and search service, 

which is provided by Thomson Reuters.  

 

•  The combined databases includes the following: 

•  23,000 journals. 

•  23,000,000 patents. 

•  110,000 conference proceedings. 

•  9,000 websites. 

•  Coverage from the year 1900 to present. 

•  Over 40 million source items. 
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Research Journals: How Many Do We Have? 

• PubMed currently holds over 5669 journal titles with a cumulative number of 

3 million articles. These articles are only a tiny fraction of the total literature – 

since a lot of the rest is locked up behind publishers pay walls.  

 

• PubMed, an index of biomedical abstracts published by the National Center 

for Biotechnology Information receives one paper per minute (on average).  

 

• This does not include published articles in Physics, Mathematics, Chemistry, 

Engineering and Computer Science  and Humanities.  
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Research Journals: How Many Do We Have? 

•  Next in line is Scopus, updated daily, Scopus includes: 

•  21,912 titles from more than 5,000 international publishers. 

•  20,874 peer-reviewed journals (including 2,800 open access journals). 

•  367 trade publications. 

•  421 book series. 

•  30,000 books and growing. 

•  5.5 million conference papers. 
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Targeting The Right Journal  

•  Selecting the right journal is not easy.   

 

• Authors have to optimize between many criteria or constraints before 

reaching a decision about where to publish. 
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Process Of Selecting The Right Journal 

Adopted from: http://www.enago.com/blog/how-to-select-the-right-journal-for-publication/ 
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Publication Ethics 

Publish and perish – if you break ethics rules 
 

• So always avoid:  
 
• Plagiarism (must learn how to ethically paraphrase sentences). 
• Gift authorship. 
• Multiple and duplicate submissions. 
• Non-disclosure of conflict of interest. 
• Submission without the consent of co-authors. 
• Fraud by data manipulation, data exclusion, suppression of inconvenient facts 
• False academic credentials.  
• Improper use of subjects and animals in research  
• Too many self-citations  
• Copyright infringement*. 

 
 * Copyright belongs to publisher, therefore, always seek for permission to  
   use any part of their article! 
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What Reviewers Look At?  

• Is the manuscript important? 

• Is the “So what?” question answered? 

• Are there any ethical problems with the conduct of the trial? 

• Are statements adequately supported, either by the data or by references to 

the existing literature? 

• Are the conclusions adequately supported by the data? 

• Are the conclusions believable? 

• Does the paper make extensive use of jargon or introduce unnecessary  

abbreviations? 

• Is the presentation of the manuscript consistent with the journal style? 

The following problems appear much too frequently: 

• Submission of papers which are clearly out of scope 

• Failure to format the paper according to the ‘Guide for Authors’ 

• Inappropriate (or no) suggested reviewers 

• Inadequate response to reviewers 

• Inadequate standard of English 

• Resubmission of rejected manuscripts without revision 
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Minimize Rejection! 

1. Poor experimental design.  

2. Failure to conform to the targeted journal.  

3. Poor English grammar, style, and syntax.  

4. Insufficient problem statement.  

5. Methods not described in detail.  

6. Over interpretation of results.  

7. Inappropriate or incomplete statistics. 

8. Unsatisfactory or confusing presentation of data. 

9. Conclusions not supported by data.  

10. Incomplete, or outdated review of the literature. 

  

1 in 10 studies does not explain analyzed variables 

 1 in 9 studies does not describe statistical analysis 

 1 in 2 does not report units of measurements 

 Less problems with a statistician as co-author 
 



We lead 

Key Points To Remember 

Publishing is a process not a goal 

 It is about good communication 

 It is both exciting and fun 
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Your Response to Rejection/Revision 

• Understand why it is rejected. 

 

• Try to understand what went wrong. 

 

• Make your new version different. 

 

• Show you are responsive to the issues raised. 

 

• Keep the main ideas uncluttered. 
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What Gets A Manuscript Accepted?  

ACCEPTANCE 
 

Attention to details  

Check and double check your work 

Consider the reviews  

English must be good as possible 

Presentation is important  

Take your time with revision  

Acknowledge those who have helped you  

New, original and previously unpublished  

Critically evaluate your own manuscript  

Ethical rules must be obeyed 
 
 

 

“Everything should be made as simple as possible, but not simpler”  

Albert Einstein  
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Your Article Is Accepted! 

Horray!!! Yeah!! 

Yes! OK. Who cares 

Party time!!!! 



We lead 

Good Reading 

Sterk PJ, Rabe KF. The Joy of Writing a Paper. 2008;3(4): 225-232 
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Personal Journey In Relation To Pharmacy 

Practice Research In Malaysia 
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Personal Journey In Relation To Pharmacy 

Practice Research In Malaysia 
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Example Of Published Research Articles 
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Personal Journey In Relation To Pharmacy 

Practice Research 

• Editorial Board Member 

• American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education (AJPE) 

• Pharmacy Practice  

• Journal of Pharmaceutical Health Service Research 

• Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 

• Archives of Pharmacy Practice 

• Journal of Pharmacy and Alternative Medicine  

• Invited Reviewer 

• BMJ Open 

• Plos Medicine 

• International Journal of Pharmacy Practice 

• Research in Social and Administrative Pharmacy 

• International Journal of Clinical Pharmacy 

• Journal of Clinical Pharmacy and Therapeutics 

• BMC Health Service Research 

• Health Policy 

• Pharmacoepidemiology and Drug Safety 

• Value in Health 

• Journal of Public Health 

• Drug Safety 

• Annals of Pharmacotherapy 
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Pharmacoepidemiology and Drug Safety 

Best Reviewer 
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International Invitations 
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Potential Publication Avenue  

For Local Pharmacy Researchers 
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Thank you 
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